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Muhammad’s Significance

Muhammad : the Final Prophet

‘Muhammad is not the father of any of your

men, but is the Messenger of God and the seal

of the Prophets (Khatam al-Nabiyyin)’ (33:40)

Bearer of the Quran

‘Your Companion [Muhammad ] is neither

astray nor being misled, Nor does he speak from

(his own) desire. It is no less than Inspiration

sent down to him’ (53:3)



Muhammad’s    Significance

Political Orientations

• Constitution of Medina

Political Sovereignty for God Alone…

• God invoked at beginning and throughout

‘Whenever a dispute or controversy likely to

cause trouble arises among the people of this

document it shall be referred to God and to

Muhammad, the Apostle of God’

• The Concept of Ummah (Nation)

Muhammad is the Lawgiver and Law given

by him is known as SHARIAH



Purpose of Islamic Laws

There are five purposes of Islamic Laws or  
Shariah:

1)Protection of Life

2)Protection of Property
3)Protection of Honor

4)Protection of Reason

5)Protection of Religion



Actions in Islam (Limits of Allah)

+2. Required (wajib): e.g. five daily prayers

+1. Recommended (sunna, mandub, 
mustahab):  e.g. extra charity

0. Permitted (mubah): e.g. wearing a blue 
dress instead of a green one

-1. Disliked (makruh): e.g. not returning               
the greeting of another Muslim

-2. Prohibited (haram): e.g. drinking 
alcohol, fornication



Sources of Islamic Laws

• God, His Prophet     and the Authority that 
Muhammad     bequeathed (depends on how 
you believe it should be inherited)… Imams or 
Ijma’ (consensus)

Tools for Manipulating and Applying 

Authority

• Analogy: reasoning includes a fortiori, reductio 
ad absurdam

• Considering best interests; aims of the Shariah



Definition

Fortiori
With greater reason; for a still stronger, more 
certain reason

Reductio ad absurdam
(reduction to the absurd) a disproof by showing 
that the consequences of the proposition are 
absurd; or a proof of a proposition by showing 
that its negation leads to a contradiction



Sources of Islamic Laws

Quran

Sunna 

Interpretation

Pre-Islamic 

Laws verified by 

Holy Prophet 

1. Qyass (analogy)

2. Ijtehad

3. Ahsan

3. Ijma

Ijma-e-Sahaba



The Two Groups of Jurists in Islam

• Partisan of Reason • Partisan of Hadith

Texts to be followed 
literally

Some principles applied 
in reasoning

Procedure adopted 
by the Partisans of 
Hadith

•Quran

•Reliable Hadith

•Ruling of 
Companions

•Weak hadith

•Analogy

Procedure adopted 
by the Partisans of 
Reason

•Quran 

•Reliable hadith

•Rulings of 
Companions

•Best judgment



Sunni School of Thought

Hanafi: based on Abu Hanifa (d. 767) and 
his followers in Kufa, the official school of 
the Ottoman Empire, widespread in India

Maliki: based on the teachings of Malik b. 
Anas (d. 796) in Medina, the school of 
North African and Andalusia

Shafi’i: based on the teachings of al-Shafi’i 
(d. 820), found in Egypt, Southeast Asia, 
Yemen

Hanbali: based on the teachings of Ibn 
Hanbal (d. 855), found in great numbers 
only in Arabia (and Syria)



Shia School of Thought

Asna-e-Ashri: believes in 14 Masoomeen and 12 Imams. 
They are widely spread and majority in Iran, Iraq, Oman, 
and a considerable minority in other Islamic countries. T

Ismailies: Beilieves in continuity of Imamat but do not 
believ in the Imamat of Imam Jafar-e-Sadiq but they 
accept his nephew Ismail as Sixth Imam. They are found 
in India, Pakistan and South Africa in good number

Dawoodi Bohra: Dawoodi Boharas believe in continuity 
of Imamat and they are found in India, Pakistan, Egypt, 
and Middle East in considerable number

Sulaimani Bohra: They believe in discontinuity of 
Imamat and they are found in minority in Egypt and 
other parts of Africa



Why diversity?



Reasons for Divarsity and 

Disagreement

• Law is probabilistic (zanni) due to…

1. Questions about the reliability of 
sources

2. Tremendous potential for interpretive 
difference

 “I believe I am right, with the 
possibility that I am wrong; I believe 
that my opponent is wrong with the 
possibility that they are right.”

• There always more than one answer! (both 
between the madhhabs and within one 
madhhab)



Case Study (The Hand of a Thief)

• Quranic Verse: ‘The thief, male or female, 
cut off their hand in retribution for what 
they have done, an exemplary punishment 
from God, for God is mighty and wise’ 
(Quran 5:38). 

• Hadith: ‘Do not cut off the hand of the 
thief for less than ¼ dinar’ ≈ Rs 18000/-

• Companion Ruling: Umar suspended the 
punishment during famine (aims of the 
Shariah)



Case Study (The Hand of a Thief)      Cont

• Madhhab Difference: Hanafis say no 
amputation for the theft of any food or 
substance that was licit to begin with, such 
as unguarded animals or vegetables. 
Hamblis disagree

• Mitigation: some argue that punishment 
for theft cannot be established without two 
confessions; it’s reported that Umar and 
Abu Darda’ would encourage the accused 
to deny the charge, then handle the 
problem privately.



• Sunni jurists think that the hand of a thief 

should be imputed from the wrist joint and 

they have arguments in their favour from 

the act of Sahaba. On the other hand, 

Shia jurists says that it should be imputed 

in a way that the lower portion of palm 

should not be removed as it is necessary 

to put this bond on the ground during 

performing a SIJDA in Salat.

Case Study (The Hand of a Thief)      Cont


